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Background 
David Garnett was a former Board member and chair of Two Rivers Housing. He 
was a firm believer in the power of education to help people achieve their potential 
and their aspirations, and was passionate about the positive impact of good housing 
on the quality of people’s lives, their communities and neighbourhoods. 
 
David stepped down from his formal position at Two Rivers Housing in 2014, but 
remained a Friend and keen supporter of the charity until he passed away in 2020.  
 
A bursary was set up in David’s name when he retired from Two Rivers Housing to 
give tenants the opportunity to improve their life and educational opportunities. 
Shortly before he died, David expressed his wish to extend the success of the 
bursary, and it continues with the support of The Garnett Foundation charity, headed 
by David’s widow Julia. 
 
 
The bursary offer 
‘The Garnett Foundation Tenant Bursary’ helps tenants of Two Rivers Housing, their 
spouse or partner and members of their immediate family who live at the property, to 
achieve their work or career goals through educational advancement.  
 
A total sum of up to £2,000 is available annually, to be awarded to one applicant or 
shared between multiple applicants. This could be used in many ways, to contribute 
towards the cost of training or its associated expenditure, either in total, or in part.  
 
Examples could be: 

• a short-term training course (for example a one day, one week or one-month 
specific skills training). 

• full-time or part-time course tuition fees leading to a qualification (for example 
post-graduate degree, HNC, BTec, NVQ). 

• books or other materials to support formal learning. 
• travel or accommodation to enable a training course to be attended or a 

subject to be studied.  
• childcare to make study/course attendance possible. 

 
Practical advice and mentoring may also be offered, as appropriate, for example: 

• job search guidance. 
• advice on application technique. 
• CV preparation and critique. 
• interview coaching.  
• work experience placement. 
• mentoring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Who can apply? 
The bursary is available to:  

• tenants of Two Rivers Housing; 
• their spouse or partner who lives at the property;  
• members of their immediate family who are resident at the property, for 

example children or grandchildren. 
 
Applications will be welcomed from previous applicants, regardless of whether or not 
they have been successful on an earlier occasion. 
 
 
The process 
Applications must be made on ‘The Garnett Foundation Tenant Bursary’ application 
form (hard copy or submitted online), giving details which include: 

• the financial request (how much money – or other support – is required). 
• a breakdown of costs (with evidence, if possible/appropriate). 
• how the bursary will be used. 
• how this will improve the applicant’s career or work opportunities  

 
All applications will be considered. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to discuss 
their application in more detail with representatives of The Garnett Foundation. This 
could be in-person, online or by telephone. 
 
In the event of an award being made, identification will be required to confirm the 
applicant’s home address. All applicants will be advised of the status of their 
application and the outcome. The panel’s decision is final. No correspondence will 
be entered into concerning the outcome. No appeals will be permitted. 
 
If a financial award is agreed:  

• tuition fees will be paid directly to the training organisation by The Garnett 
Foundation. 

• out-of-pocket expenses (e.g. childcare, travel, hotel) will be refunded on 
presentation of valid receipts. 

• any other costs will be discussed and an agreement reached on how they will 
be covered by the bursary.  

 
If other support is offered – either instead of, or in addition to, a financial award – the 
provision of this will be discussed. 
 
 
The Garnett Foundation’s commitment 
The Garnett Foundation will: 

• give fair consideration to all applications and give constructive feedback on 
their application and/or interview. 

• give practical advice and support to all applicants, where possible and 
appropriate.  

• take continued active interest in the bursary recipient’s progress throughout 
their course of study and provide encouragement and assistance, as 
appropriate. 



• pay all bills relating to the awarded bursary promptly – either directly to course 
providers, or refund expenses to the successful applicant. 

• only collect and use the information supplied by the applicant for managing 
the application, in accordance with its Privacy Notice, which will be provided 
with the application form and can also be requested by emailing 
jdgarnettfoundation@gmail.com .  

 
 
The bursary recipient’s commitment 
Recipients of the bursary will be expected to:  

• continue the course of study funded by the bursary through to completion. If 
they have to withdraw (temporarily or permanently) for any reason, they must 
notify The Garnett Foundation immediately. Dependent upon the 
circumstances, The Garnett Foundation may take steps to recover lost fees 
either in part, or in full, from the student. 

• to keep The Garnett Foundation informed of their progress. 
• take part in publicity led by The Garnett Foundation, in association with Two 

Rivers Housing. This would be to promote their achievements in order to 
advertise the bursary and encourage others to apply. This could involve 
media coverage, articles and photographs in newsletters, on websites and 
social media etc. 
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